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 Have you ever felt the urge to look inside, when walking down a narrow 
street and passing in front of a door that is ajar or a window that is half-lit? 
Have you wondered what lies behind curtains that are drawn, gates that are 
shut, and walls that are high? Have you thought about how objects, signs 
and symbols may invite you to one place and bar you from another? Have 
you spent time standing in front of a window, watching the world go by from 
a detached, safe distance? 
 
If we monitor our individual everyday routines, one of the defining features 
of these routines is how we live in private and public spaces, and feel and 
behave accordingly. From the intimate space of the home to the impersonal 
space of the busy city streets, we are located in different environments at 
each moment. Depending on our particular circumstances and our 
understanding of these environments, we feel and behave differently: from a 
place where we feel comfortable and relaxed to one where we feel the need 
to be careful and cautious. 

 
 



 

 
 “This distinction between the "private" and the "public" is one of the 

most fundamental and constitutive ordering principles in social life.” 
(Madanipour.A, 2003) 
 
Your task is to design a living and studio/workshop environment for a 
creative individual; this creative individuals practice could be Musician, 
Writer, Performer, Photographer or Artist. You will research your client, 
looking at their individual practice and interpret their wants and needs. 
Drawing upon this research you will develop a brief, from which you will 
develop a design response.   
 
You will enquire into the notion of private and public personas, focusing 
on the interpretation and reinterpretation within spatial design. 
Questions to be addressed include, how do the notions of public and 
privacy affected the way we design, build and use space? What is the 
nature of the boundaries between a public and private life? How might 
they be manipulated or transgressed through spatial design. Such 
questions will be considered with reference to the stage set of the 
public and private lives of your chosen client, and will inform the 
conceptual development of your design. 
 
“The qualities of space as ‘public’ depend not only on the forms of the 
space itself or on what happens within it, but on the ways that the 
distinction between public and private is marked.” (Kumar, 1997, p. 
243). 
 
 

Spatial 
Programme:  

To accommodate the rituals of eating, sleeping, bathing and the chosen 
clients creative practice. 
 
 

Project 
Requirements: 

Final Hand in will consist of; 
 
- Brief development 
 
- Concept development 
 
- 1:20 / 1:50 plan and sectional perspective 
 
- Process models and drawings 
 
- Workbook / Blog 
 

 
 
 
	    



 

 

Assessment: The project will be assessed to the extent that: 
 
- the design concept is based on a position derived and interpreted 
from an investigation into notions of public and private persona. 
 
- it spatially responds to the routines and rituals that occur in such 
environments 
 
- it resolves functional issues as they occur in the given programme 
through space planning and form studies. 
 
- it effectively responds to a given site. 
 
- it effectively presents a conceptual development of an idea and 
resulting design through a variety of means and media in 2D and 3D 
format. 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes: 

The student should be able to: 
 
- generate design concepts based on research and investigations 
undertaken into issues of public and private personas in relation to the 
interior 
 
- design as a response to an existing space. 
 
- understand the routines/ rituals and their associated realms as they 
occur within the programme 
 
- translate a space programme and functional requirements into a 
coherent and structured design proposition. 
 
- effectively and efficiently use a range of design and communication 
tools to inform a design process. 
 
- clearly communicate a complex design proposition through plans, 
sections, perspectives and models. 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

Procedure and 
Timetable: 

 

week 1 Mon 15 July 
Introduction to Assignment 1 
 
Wed 17 July 
Present Selected client 
Site visit and measurements 
 

week 2 Mon 22 July 
Present Brief development 
 
Wed 24 July 
Conceptual development 
 

week 3 Mon 29 July 
Initial design development: 
 
Wed 31 July 
Present design ideas in plans, sections, perspectives  
 

week 4 Mon 5 August 
9.30am-1.30pm Interim presentation 
Plans, sections, perspectives, models, sketches, research to show 
process of ‘Initial Design’ development 
 
Wed 7 August 
Project development: 
Develop project description 150 words  
 

week 5 Mon 12 August 
Project development 
 
Wed 14 August 
Project development 
Peer review of presentations 
 

week 6 Mon 19 August 
Project development  
Tutor review of presentations 
 
Wed 21 August 
9.30am-1.30pm Final presentation 
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