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The A to Z of Materials  www.azom.com  A fantastic web resource including a 
massive range of technical information on materials. 
 
Matweb  www.matweb.com  MatWeb's database of material properties includes 
thermoplastic and thermoset polymers such as ABS, nylon, polycarbonate, polyester, 
and polyolefins; metals such as aluminium, cobalt, copper, lead, magnesium, nickel, 
steel, superalloys, titanium and zinc alloys; ceramics; plus a growing list of 
semiconductors, fibres, and other engineering materials. 

Rematerialise ecosmart materials  www.rematerialise.org  The website is very easy 
to navigate and is a good way of finding sustainable materials. The information is 
relevant, with great photographs of the materials. 

Materio  www.materio.com  An independent information centre for materials. Its aim is 
to forge links between creative people and manufacturers and engineers. Its service is 
web-based but also has a physical resource centre in Paris with access to all its samples. 
 
New materials 
Inventables  www.inventables.com  A company which deals with new materials and 
technologies. Every three months it publishes a DesignAid which contains the 20 most 
interesting and applicable new developments in materials-led technology. As with most 
companies in this field, it is subscription-based. 

Mode Information  www.modeinfo.de A forecasting company with information on new 
materials, colours and finishes. 

Metals 
Corus  www.corusgroup.com  Formerly British Steel, in 1998 the company merged with 
Koninklijke Hoogovens to form Corus. A must if you are interested in metal. 



Ceramics 
Ceram Research Ltd  www.ceram.com  Internationally renowned centre of technical 
excellence for the ceramics and other materials-based industries.  email: 
enquiries@ceram.com 

British Ceramic Confederation  www.ceramfed.co.uk  Has a list of members within 
the British ceramic industry. A good starting point if you want to find out more about 
ceramics.  

Plastics 
DuPont  www.dupont.com  One of the world's leading manufacturers of plastic. It 
created Nylon and Teflon plus a whole range of plastics for a variety of industries.  

Rapra Technology Limited  www.rapra.com  A leading independent research, 
technology and information provider specialising in rubber and plastics. 

British Plastics Federation  www.bpf.co.uk  The website is excellent for finding out 
about plastics both historically, and in terms of their physical properties and 
manufacturing. 

Glass 
 The British Glass Manufacturers' Confederation www.britglass.org.uk   The body 
representing the UK's glass industry 

Schott  www.schott.com One of the world's leading producers of glass and glass 
products. Extremely helpful, with some high-tech literature as well as information 
presented in a 'magazine' style.  

The National Glass Centre  www.nationalglasscentre.com   A unique venue based in 
a spectacular contemporary glass and steel building which houses galleries, artists 
studios and production facilities. 
 
 


