
Aim:
To understand how Spatial Design is concerned with creative solutions for future 
oriented problems.
Overview: Kaitiakitanga
This project responds to aspects of kaitiakitanga. It examines guardianship of 
resources, and includes broader ideas of ‘sustainability’ and ethical considerations. 
It encourages you to think about where materials come from and the 
consequences of their use.
Kaitiakitanga begins with an holistic understanding of how the environment and 
the people within it exist in balance, and includes a responsibility to address 
human impact on the environment. What is your role as a creative practitioner in 
negotiating that balance? How does your work impact on the environment and on 
people through its manufacture, or its content, or its use?

Project Brief:
From the single ‘ritual’ space of the first assignment, now you will consider how 
a multi-cellular space accommodates an entire household of interacting living 
practices. Here we come face to face with a basic Spatial Design problem: how 
to produce space that delights but also responds to a huge amount of data and 
competing demands. 
Each student will be allocated a detached timber frame house and assisted with 
finding original building plans to begin designing with.  You will work with the whole 
house, including it’s site, and complete entire digital and physical models. We will 
assume that properties have been subdivided for suburban infill: this dramatically 
changes how the interior needs to relate to its outside.
You will be bombarded with information and questions: who are the client, 
occupants and stakeholders? what materials and systems can be used 
sustainably? how suitable is this old house now & how suitable will it be in the 
future? does it meet contemporary desires for style, organisation, warmth and 
amentity? Should this house be retrofitted with all the ‘mod-cons’ or should 
some sense of heritage out-of-date-ness be maintained? You will need to work 
collaboratively and independently to provide answers.
At the same time you will be given a word to use as a ‘spatial generator’. By 
engaging in an abstract and poetic form-making process, you will be guided 
toward finding spatial solutions to the many technical problems.
Lastly, in this assignment we will focus on ‘sectional’ drawing and modelling as the 
means to explore questions of spatial connection and disconnection, fabrication 
and circulation.
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Paper Resources
Studio presentations and meetings (1:1)
Lectorial & tutorials
Technical demonstrations  with guided workshops.
Independent on-line tutorials
Student project blog commentary
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3 hours: Studio (3hrs) / Tutorial (1 hr) & Workshop (2 hrs)

Wk 7

Wk 9

Wk 12

Wk 11

Wk 10

Wk 8

Lecture: Kaitiakitanga
Studio1.1
Tutorial Introduction to Assignment 2, allocation 
of spatial generator, building and text for group 
task 1.
Workshop hands on spatial generation
Preparation for next studio:
Working in groups on text task 1.

[SHARED WORKSHOPS]
Studio 2.1: 
Discussion reviewing spatial diagrams from 
generator term.
Tutorial of plans and diagrams
Preparation for next studio: 
Complete group task reviewing house plans

[SHARED WORKSHOPS] 
Studio 3.1:
Studio seminar ‘sustainable by design _materials; 
presenting Concept Design; working on materials 
task
Preparation for next studio: 
Complete materials research task

[SHARED WORKSHOPS] 
Studio 4.1: 
Studio 

Interim Presentation

[SHARED WORKSHOPS] 
Studio 5.1:
Studio 1:1 sessions (structure, services, 
environment)
Preparation for next session: 
independent task - what are district plans, 
resources consents & the building code?

[SHARED WORKSHOPS] 
Studio 6.1: 
Studio 1:1 sessions 
Preparation for next session: 
Stage 4 - Final presentation.

Studio 1.2:
Workshop presenting and reviewing group text 
tasks - debating heritage, sustainability and 
‘inalienable rights’
Preparation for week 8 (after Easter)
Source building plans; produce ‘spatial diagrams’ 
response to spatial generator term; make a plan 
on ‘how to work’ (analogue, digital, 2D, 3D...?)

Studio 2.2: 
Roundtable presenting group task reviewing
Workshop ‘how to work’- discussion.
Preparation for next week:
Concept design: integrating spatial generator with 
the building envelop

Studio 3.2: 
Studiol troubleshooting progress
Preparation for next week:
Working toward interim presetation requirements

Studio 4.2:
Tutorial sustainable by design_form, scale, 
lifestyle
Workshop architectural representation - from line 
weights to rendering
Preparation for next week: 
Responding to interim presentation feedback.

Studio 5.2
Tutorial seminar on the steps toward construction
Workshop ‘the section’: what goes in & why
Preparation for next week: 
Applying knowledge from workshop to ‘test’ your 
design

Studio 6.2 
Studio Final presentation (Stage 4)
  
Review and compile work in poster template for 
submission Friday @4pm
50% of paper assessment

Additional hours

In addition to weekly class times you will be 
required to attend
* 4 ‘flexi-hours’ consisting of

 - 2hrs in week tbc
 - 2hrs in week 6 for presentation ‘over-run’ 
(Tuesday afternoon)

There is also oportunity for teaching contact as 
necessary via:
* ‘Share Workshops’ on Wednesday afternoons
* individual staff meetings by appointment (please 

email).
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Submission:
Final design proposal 
Prototypes and development work 
Blog (Digital workbook)

Assessment:

General Comments:

Grade: 

1. Discuss their own work and the work of others using a critical approach. (C2) 
[Matauranga]
Assessment criteria for this project:
Engage in, and document (digital workbook/blog) the review of precedent, peer and 
own work. Demonstrate this engagement in design decisions.

 Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Good Very Good Excellent

2. Demonstrate competency in techniques, skills and processes for spatial design. (D1, 
D2) [Mohio]
Assessment criteria for this project:
Exploration of digital and analogue modes of representation, particularly plans and 
sections, to demonstrate understanding of occupied space and building materiality.

 Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Good Very Good Excellent

4. Apply investigative skills in order to source and use a range of resources/materials 
supporting the development of their work. (E4) [Matauranga]
Assessment criteria for this project:
Completion of tasks relating to heritage, future housing and sustainability in Aotearoa / 
New Zealand, as required to provide an informed basis for design decision making.

 Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Good Very Good Excellent

3. Utilise analytical, selective and creative processes in order to transform ideas into 
material outcomes. (D3) [Mohio]
Assessment criteria for this project:
Recasting of ‘spatial generator’ concept in response to information on building materials, 
planning, services and other project parameters (eg. single dwelling).

 Unsatisfactory Satisfactory Good Very Good Excellent


