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Atea This Module responds to aspects 
of Atea. It examines the idea of 
journey and arrival, of coming 
together, and of sharing in and 
contributing to building a rich 
and divergent collective identity. 
Atea grounds us to a relational 
interconnection, not as individual 
agents but as part of a whole that 
can encompass diversity.

Atea: Examines the ideas 
associated with traversing a 
shared, formal space, governed 
by specific tikanga (practices 
and rules) to participate in social, 
spatial and creative encounter 
though conversation/discourse, 
idea exchange and potential 
provocation.

Waitangi  
Marae Atea
Firth’s  

Future-Proof  

Building
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Marae Atea

Courtyard, public forum, the 
open area in front of the wharenui 
where formal welcomes to visitors 
take place and where issues are 
debated.

A place where Tikanga Maori 
(customs and protocols) are 
accorded their ultimate expression.

This tends to be where the 
welcome ceremony, or powhiri 
takes place.

The marae atea is the domain of 
Tumatauenga, the atua* of war and 
people. The marae atea is thus 
an appropriate place to raise and 
debate contentious issues.

*atua

1. (noun) ancestor with continuing 
influence, god, demon, supernatural 
being, deity, ghost, object of 
superstitious regard, strange being - 
although often translated as ‘god’ this 
is a misconception of the real meaning. 
Many Māori trace their ancestry from 
atua in their whakapapa and they are 
regarded as ancestors with influence 
over particular domains. 
http://maoridictionary.co.nz

Jason Witehira
Tumatauenga
Maori alphabet 

block c. 2012
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In traditional times, this was when 
the intentions of the manuhiri 
(visitors) were tested, to ensure 
they came in peace rather than 
coming to confront, cause trouble 
or incite conflict, hence the link to 
the realm of Tumatauenga.

Going on to the marae atea 
means entering into an encounter 
situation, where challenges are met 
and issues are debated. 

All newcomers to the marae 
must be greeted formally by the 
tangata whenua (hosts), whether 
in the warmth of a welcome, in the 
sadness of a tangihanga or even 
verbal battle on mutual issues. It 
is the place where people formally 
come together on a specific 
occasion for a specific function. It 
has its procedure, which my vary 
from iwi to iwi.

W. Dittmer
Tane visits the 
home of the 
stars
1958 (1946)
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Tuhoe meeting with the crown

Rituals of encounter 

Waitangi Tribunal hearing in the Ruatoki valley, 
January 2005.

In procesion the Tuhoe people of the Urewera 
region are waiting to meet the crown visitors. They 
are determined to remind the Crown of the many 
historic wrongdoings.

The tino rangatiratanga flag is flying.

As they cross the confiscation line galloping 
bareback horse riders and 600 chanting Tuhoe 
greet the crown who are in horse drawn carts.

A tirade of insults and curses issues from the 
riders. Cars lying on their sides are set alight as 
the horse-drawn procession approaches.

Guns shots ring out.  Haka are performed. 
A whakapohane, a baring of the buttocks is 
dellivered. The New Zealand flag is ceremonially 
shot.

 “We wanted them to feel the heat and smoke, and 
Tuhoe outrage and disgust at the way we have 
been treated for 200 years,” Tame Iti.
Sourse >http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO0501/S00153/the-ruatoki-
valley-blazes-as-tuhoe-stands-tall.htm
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Atea Atea is a space of encounter and 
always varies depending on the 
reasons for meeting, expectations 
and on cultural and individual 
differences.

All spaces are governed by social 
rules. Physical spaces illicit 
particular feelings which influence 
behaviour and relationships. 

Encounter, Interaction,  
Traversal, Transition 

Atea begins as the space of the 
meeting of ideas: what is your 
position? How do you articulate 
that position through art and 
design, and the words you say and 
write? How do your encounters with 
other positions, other ideas, other 
objects, images and experiences 
affect you and your work? What 
challenges might you encounter  
or offer?



Lens Student work

You will identify, examine 
and photographically 
respond to a site in 
Wellington of your 
choosing that could be 
seen as a transitional 
space – the space where 
two ‘zones’ meet. 

You should respond to 
these spaces searching for 
and acknowledging their 
subtleties, complexities 
and the tensions that exist 
in these marginal spaces.



Lens Student work



Space Student work

This course is about 
understanding, 
representing and creating 
3D space through a range 
of drawing and mapping 
processes. Specifically, 
students will analyse a site 
and design a new space 
each week that responds 
to both the site and an 
aspect of Atea.

You will work individually 
and in teams to design 
places of meeting.’



Space Student work



Type Student work

To challenge social 
conventions and attitudes. 

Using research, create a 
short text or story using 
colloquial language, that 
comments on, and that 
may challenge, attitudes 
around a particular issue.

Create a series of 
compositions that 
clearly communicate the 
information contained in 
this text.



Type Student work



Dress Student work

Atea: Encounters  
through clothing

You will examine ‘dress’ 
and its role in defining our 
identity and sense of self. 
You will create a ‘wearable 
structure’ that expresses 
aspects of getting to know 
one of your peers - their 
whakapapa.



Screen Student work

Atea: encounters  
with sub-culture

Create compositions, both 
still and moving image, 
that communicate the 
encounters, atmospheres 
and stories associated with 
a specific sub-culture.

Thoroughly research a 
colourful sub-culture 
 – collect a diverse range 
of material that reflects the 
history, people, events and 
locations, the perspectives 
and attitudes of this group.



Screen Student work



Art Place Student work

Atea: I respect your place, 
thanks for sharing

Atea–self reflection and 
creative production in 
a particular site and 
understanding of its other 
users, narratives and 
encounters in a Fine Arts 
context.

You will engage in 
discussions, collecting 
of resources and artistic 
experiments using drawing, 
painting and photography/
video to develop and 
resolve a body of work 
reflecting your Atea.



Process Workbooks and 
the importance of 
exploration and 
iterative process



Process



 

Art Place 
6C02

Lecturer practice
Karin van Roosmalen 



 

Art Place 
6C02

Lecturer practice
Rachael Rakena 
‘Haka Peepshow’ (installation view)

2011, The Octagon, Dunedin (during 
Rugby World Cup) photo - Justin Spiers.



 

Art Place 
6C02

Lecturer practice
Johanna Mechen 
‘Waimanawa’ 
2017, video still - a site based work as 
part of the Common Ground: Ground 
water Festival Lower Hutt 



Art Place 
6C02

Lecturer practice
Susanna Bauer  
‘sprayograph’



 

Dress 
T27

Lecturer practice
Catherine Bagnall 



 

Dress 
T27

Lecturer practice
Mary-Ellen Imlach 
‘Bows’



Dress 
T27

 

Lecturer practice
Nina Weaver 
and Deb Cumming



 

Lens 
6B04

Lecturer practice
Helen Mitchell 
‘Jayers: Hong Kong’  
2013. 

Graduate assistants
Jess O’Brien
Thomas Slade



 

Lens 
6B04

Lecturer practice
Shaun Waugh 
‘Hello, Photography’



 

Space 
Block 11, Studio B

Lecturer practice
Oliver Blair 
‘Cyber Space Data Bath’



 

Space 
Block 11, Studio B

Lecturer practice
Kate Linzey

‘Len Lye Photograph of 
Universe Walk (model), 1968’.
Courtesy of the Len Lye Foundation / Govett-
Brewster Art Gallery, New Plymouth.



 

Space 
Block 11, Studio B

Lecturer practice
Mercia Tawhiri-Kerr  
 



 

Screen 
12E04

Lecturer practice
Matt Clapham



 

Screen 
12E04

Lecturer practice
Lee Jensen



 

Screen 
12E04

Lecturer practice
Tim Turnidge



 

Type 
12B02

Lecturer practice
Jo Bailey

‘Make use’



 

Type 
12B02

Lecturer practice
Klaus Kremer



Have a look at your work >>

Turagawaewae exhibition 

gallery C of Te Ara Hihiko 
> this week only.

+ Lens has Turangawaewae  
exhibited outside 6B04 
+ Material has Turangawaewae
exhibited in the Library  

Type 
12B02

Screen 
12E04

Space 
Block 11, Studio B

Lens 
6B04

Dress 
T27

Art Place 
6C02


